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* An Inquiry into Facts and Obſervations 
thereon, humbly ſubmitted to the candid Ex- 
aminer into the Principles of a Bill intended to 
be offered to Parliament, for the Preſervation 
of the Great Level of the Fens, and the Naviga- 
tion through the ſame, by a Tax on the Lands 
and a Toll on the Navigation,” 


"WHEREIN 


The Claim of the Adventurers on the Na- 
vIGATIONs, for Aſſiſtance in draining and pre- 
ſerving the Fens, is impartially inquired into; 
and the Conduct of the Drainers and the op- 
preſſive Deſigns of the PRESENT BILL are ex- 
hibited in their true Light. 
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AN ANSWER<. 


TO AN INQUIRY INTO FACTS, &c. 


T\ HE Author of the fol- 
lowing Pages would not 
ſo long have delayed giving 
the Public an Anſwer to the 
Pamphlet, entitled“ An In- 
quiry into Facts, had he not 
waited for ſome abler Pen to 
have combated the Meaſures 
about to be taken by the Cor- 
poration of the Bedford Level, 
The great and alluring Object 
of the Bill intended to be offer- 
ed to Parliament, is, The Pre- 
ſervation of the Great Level of 
A the 
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the Fens in the Counties of Mor- 
folk, Cambridge, &c. Should 
the Intentions of the Corpora- 
tion meet with the Sanction of 
the Legiſlature, a great, and, I 
apprehend, an undeſerved Hard- 
ſhip will fall upon the Inhabi- 
tants, and particularly the Poor, 
of the ſeveral Counties which 
furround theſe Fens : A Con- 
 fideration which determined 
the Author to venture theſe 
Sheets before the Public; and 
which he apprehends will carry 
with it a ſufficient Apology for 
the Imperfections that may be 
found therein. 

That the Preſervation of this 
great Level is worthy the At- 
tention 
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tention of the Legiſlature is be- 
yond all doubt; but that the 
Means offered by the Corpora- 
tion of the Bedford Level, for 
that Purpoſe, are , and equi- 
table, is a Matter now intended 
to be controverted; and, per- 
haps, no better Method can 
be purſued, than, by bringing 
to view the Arguments of the 
Writer of the above Pamphlet, 
and ſhewing upon what unjuſt 
and fallacious Ground they 
ſtand. Notwithſtanding the be- 


nevolent and unintereſted Prin- 


ciples on which he pretends to 
write, it is evident that he has 


been employed with a Deſign to 


ſoften the real Severity of the 
' *A 2 in 
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intended Meaſures ; and, under 
a Pretence of giving impartial 
Information, has brought out 
every Argument that can any 
way miſlead the Minds of the 
Public to an Acquieſcence in 
the moſt inequitable Mode of 
obtaining the Object in view; 
and all this I may venture to 
aſſert, by the immediate Direc- 
tion of the Bedford Level Cor- 
poration. 

As theſe Pages treat of a Sub- 
zect rather confined in its Na- 
ture, and will probably be read 
by none but thoſe who have 
peruſed the Book they are in- 
tended to anſwer, the Author 
does not think it neceſſary to 

repeat 
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repeat the hiftorical Part of 


this Great Level, any farther 
than as it may ſerve to remove 
the wrong Impreſſions that 


have been endeavoured to be 
conveyed by it, 
The Inquiry into Fachs in- 


forms us that © Francis Earl of 


Bedford, in 1630, actuated ſolely 


by Principles of public Spirit, 


and not by any little Motives of 


Intereſt, after many fruitleſs 
Attempts by others, undertook 


this great Work of draining 
the Fen.“ Now, there is no 
Aithority, I apprehend, for 
fixing ſo good a Motive to the 
Earl's Scheme, St. Cornelius 
Vermuyden, a Man well ſkilled 
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in the Buſineſs of Draining, and 
who would not have underta- 
ken a Work of ſuch Magnitude 
but with the View of greatly 
enriching himſelf, had abſolute- 
ly agreed for the whole Under- 
taking, at his own Expence; 


for which he required 95, ooo 
Acres of the drained Land: 


But, at a Commiſſion of Sewers 
held at Lynn (1 Sept. 6 Car.) 
the Commiſſions. and Country 
were not willing that a Con- 
tract ſhould be made with an 
Alien and a Stranger, It was, 
therefore undertaken at their 
Requeſt by the Earl of Bedford, 
upon the like advantageous 
Terms of having 95,000 Acres 

. 


EY 
of the drained Land allotted to 
him“. The Earl had of Ls 
own private Property, near 
20,000 Acres of this Fenay Le- 
vel, which would be drained by 
the Execution of the Scheme; 
and this, therefore was a ſuper- 
inducement for him to under- 
take it. I am far from wiſh- 
ing to depreciate the Motives of 
the noble Undertaker and his 
Participants; but from theſe 
Facts 1t 1s more than probable 
they were actuated not ſolely 
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* Theſe and other Circumſtances men- 
tioned in this Anſwer, are confirmed by 
the Hiſtory of the Great Level, written 
by Sir Hm. Dugdals; whole Accuracy and 

Credit 
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fore, the Public are leſs obliged 
to yield to any exorbitant De- 
mands their Poſterity may think 
proper to make upon them; 
eſpecially, if it be made ap- 
pear that the Undertaking has 
turned out to the immenſe Ad- 
vange of the Undertakers. 

It may not be amiſs to give 
the Reader a brief Account of 
what followed the Contract 
with Earl Francis. At a Com- 
miſſion of Sewers held at Pe- 
zerborough (12 Oct. 1 3 Car.) 
the whole Level was adjudged 
drained, and the 95,000 Acres 


Credit are fuffictent ta „ any 
Aſſertions that are drawn from his Au- 


thority. 
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ſet out to the ſaid Francis Earl 
of Bedford; who, together 
with his Participants, had ex- 
pended in the Work the Sum 


of 100,000/, However, though 


the Lands were allowed to. be 


very much improved by the 
Works which had been done, 
yet were they ſubje& to Inun- 


dations, eſpecially in the Win- 


ter Seaſon: and, therefore, at 


a Seſſions of Sewers held at 
Huntingdon the Year following, 


the ſaid Earl of Bedford's Un- 


dertaking was adjudged azfec- 
rive. King Charles afterwards 


undertook the Matter; and, 
enlarging the Scheme of Drain- 
age, intended to make the Fens 

Winter 
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Pinter Grounds, as well as 
Summer ones ; for which, be- 
fides the former 95,000 Acres, 
a further Allowance of 57,000 
Acres was to be granted. But 


the Troubles of thoſe Times 


operated to the Neglect of the 
King's Purpoſe; whereupon 
William Earl of Bedford, Son 
of the former, in Behalf of 
himſelf and others, made Ap- 
plication to the Convention 

then 


Alt is not likely that Earl William would 
have ſolicited the Renewal of his Father's 
Undertaking, had there not been an almoſt 
certain Advantage, when completed, equal 
to the greatneſs of it: And this Opinion is 
not without the oblique Concurrence of the 
Writer of the Inquiry ; for, at Page 7, 
he ſays, that, © to gain the Fen by drain- 

ing 
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then fitting at Ve ſiminſter, and 
which was called a Parliament, 
for Leave to renew his Father's 
Undertaking, and upon the ſame 
Terms. His Requeſt was grant- 
ed, with only this Difference, 
that (inſtead of 40, ooo Acres 
only, which were to be taxed 
by the Agreement with Earl 
Francis) by this Renewal of the 
Undertaking, the whole 95, ooo 


Acres were to be taxed for the 


Purpoſe of continuing the Le- 
vel in a drained State. By a 
Decree of Sewers made at Ely in 


1653, the Level being adjudged 


ing was a flattering Object to thoſe who 


* Abilities to undertake ſo arduous and | 


expenſive a Work.” 2 


fully 
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fully Ain the: Earl and his 


Aſſociates were put in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the 95,000 Acres accor- 
ding to the Agreement. 

That a Tax upon the Lands 
was the moſt likely and equita- 
ble Means of preſerving the 
Drainage of them is beyond all 
Diſpute. The Proprietors of 
thoſe Lands were to be the 
Gainers by the Drainage; and 
their Intereſt was intimately 
connected with the Preſerva- 
tion of the Land when drained; 
the Improvement of which 
brought with it the Power of 
paying the Tax. The Tax- 
ation was, however, confined 
to the 95,000 Acres, the Re- 

ward 
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ward of the Adventurers; and 


it was a Part of the Agreement 
to which zhey readily acceded ; 
and, on account of which the 
original Proprietors of the Fens 
more readily yielded to the 
immenſe Reward of one Third 
of the whole Level. 

Not ſatisfied, however, with 
theſe Means of performing one 
Part of the Contract, namely 


the keeping of the Country in a 


State of Drainage, the Purpoſe 
of the Bedford Level Corpora- 
tion 1s, by Means of their pre- 


ſent Bill, to tax the other Lands 


in n the Fens *, as well as the 


Adven- 
* The North Level having been ſepara- 


ted in "7 541 from the Middle and the South 


Levels, 
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Adventurers 95,000Acres; and, 
befades this, fo lay an exorbitant 
Toll on Coals and other Goods 
corveyed by Means of the ſeveral 
_ navigable Rivers, which unfor- 
tunately direct their Courſe 
through the Great Level. 
Their Pretenſions to this ad- 


ditional Tax and Toll are en- 


deavoured to be rendered plau- 


Levels, when the Words Fens, Great Level, 
&c. are mentioned relative to any Thing 
in the preſent Application to Parliament, 
the Middle and South Levels only are there- 
by to be underſtood ; the other not being 
concerned in that Application.—The Rea- 
der will pleaſe to obſerve alſo, that the 
Terms, Adventurers, Undertakers, Corpo- 
ration of the Bedford Level, Conſervators of 
the Great Level, are meant to convey an 


Idea of the ſame Body of Men. | 
ble, 


ſible, by the Inquiry into Facis; 
but thoſe Pretenſions I ſhall 
now proceed in the Examina- 


nation of. Whatever Reaſons 


the Proprietors of the Free 
Lands may have to comply 
with the Tax on their Portion 


of the Fens, I conceive there 
can be no Reaſon for burthen- 


ing the Mavigatious (already 


overloaded with Taxes) with an 
additional Toll. They are to- 
tally unconnected with the Fens 
and the Scheme of draining 
them; they were no Parties con- 
cerned in the Agreements be- 
tween the Drainers and the 
Proprietors of the Country 
drained, any farther than as 

they 
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they were ſecured thereby from 


any Prejudicein Conſequence of 
thoſe Agreements *. They ne- 


* 
* 


ver aſked, nor do they now 


want, any Aſſiſtance from the, 


Scheme of Draining. All they 
require is the Enjoyment, with- 
out any new Burthen, of their 


ancient Paſſage through theſe 
Fens, which Nature and Cuſtom 


had firmly eſtabliſhed long be- 


* By the gth Article of theſe Agree- 
ments, it is provided, that the Port and 
Haven of King's Lynn be preſerved ; and 
the Navigation, Paſſage, and Highways, 


in, upon, or about, all the navigable Ri- 


vers, namely, the Ouſe, Grant, Nene, Well. 
and and Glen, are to be preſerved ; and no 
Prejudice, Annoyance, Hurt or Hindrance 
to be done to them. Dugdale. 


fore 
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fore the Idea of draining f them 
was conceived. 

The Inquiry into Facks is me- 
thodically made, under ſeveral 
Heads: To examine theſe diſ- 
tinctly, will be as proper a Me- 
thod as can be purſued to in- 
duce a true State of the Mat- 
ter. 

Under the firſt Head is com- 
prehended a View of THz Con- 
SEQUENCE OF THE UNDERTAK= 
ING TO THE PUBLIC. 

To gain 300,000 Acres of 
Land from a State incapable 
of Cultivation, was certainly of 
Conſequence to the Public, and 
is readily allowed ; but if, on 
this Account, it be intended 
1 (and 
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(and there ſeems no Doubt of 
it) to impreſs the Public with 
an Idea of their Obligations to 
the Undertakers, the Intent is 
not founded in Reaſons: They 
had ſtrong Inducements, to the 
Undertaking in the Benefit that 
would accrue to themſelves 
from the Succeſs of it; and, in 
the Courſe of theſe Pages, it 
will be ſhewn that they have 
been very liberally rewarded 
for their Trouble. The In- 
ſtance the Inquiry gives, at Page 
17, of the Advantage (no leſs 
than 113, 600. in one Year) 
which aroſe from the draining 
and occupying of only 28,000 
Acres of the Great Level, is an 

Argu- 
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Argument to my Purpoſe: fors 
if ſo ſmall a Part of the Whole 


gained fo much, it only proves 


the immenſe Advantage that 


accrued to the Adventurers 
from the Share that was als 
lotted to them. 

But ſhall it be. a 4 
becauſe a Tract of Land has 
been improved (and that to the 
great Advantage of the Im- 
provers) the Public are to be 
taxed for the Support of it, a- 
gainſt all the expreſs Contracts 
and Reaſons to the contrary ? 
— The Public is benefited at 
large by the Cultivation of the 
Fens, only as an Introduction 
to greater Plenty; the Propri- 
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erors of thoſe improved Lands 
have been individually bene- 
fited, and that in the ſame Pro- 
portion. Had the Public re- 
ceived a greater Benefit, the 
Proprietors would alſo have 
received a greater. The Ar- 
gument, therefore, turns upon 
themſelves, if they ſuppoſe that 
the Public, who they would 
pretend have received ſuch great 
Benefit from the Culture of the 
Fens, ſhould aſſiſt in the far- 
ther Improvement of them by 
the preſent Scheme: for the 


greater the Benefit is which the 


Public have received, the more 
able are the Adventurers and 
Proprietors of the Fens to do 

without 


_—— KV. A. ——— * 3 
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3 without their Aſſiſtance. T he 


. Public fufficiently diſcharge 
- their Obligations to the Ad- 


- venturers, by affording them a : 
e ready and advantageous Sale for 5 
e ſuch Commodities as they may 1 


= | think fit to cultivate. But will 
n | not the Objection to the Tax- 
it ation by To-mage come with 
d double Force upon its Advo- 
at | cates, when we recollect, that 
ie || though the Public, in an exten- 
r- | foe Senſe, receives the Advan- 
Wi tage, the Aim of the Bill 1s, to 
ne lay an exorbitant Tax (by Means 
he of the Toll) upon the few Coun- 
re ties only which circumſcribe the 
ad Fens PAL 
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The next Matter which the 


Inquiry into Fatts treats of, is, 


THERE NATURE OF THE Con- 
TRACT. It deſerves ſome At- 


tention! ; and, I truſt will be 


found to produce nothing in 
favour of the intended Mea- 
ſures, though the whole Drift 


of the Argument is directed to 


that Purpoſe, 

The Contract, on the n 
zurers Side, conſiſted of two 
Parts: The firſt was, 70 drain 


zhe Country ; the ſecond, when 
it was'drained, to preſerve it in 


a drained State, by ſupporting 
the Works that had been made, 


and by adding new ones, as 
Occaſion 
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Occaſion and er 


| might require “. 


The en of tbe Fens, 
on their Part, agreed to put the 
Adventurers in Poſſeſſion of 


their Reward of 95, ooo Acres, 


as ſoon as the e Part of their 
Contract was performed ; that: 
is, as ſoon as the Fens ſhould 
be drained. —But let not the 


Reader imagine that the Earl 
and his Aſſociates were to fail 


»Theſe are the grand Outlines of the 


Contract; but there were other Agree- 
ments and Articles entered into by the Ad- 
venturers, which are, or will be, noticed. 
in their proper Places; and, had the In- 
quiry been for the Purpoſe of Information, 
they would probably have found a Place 
there allo, | 
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of every Part of their Reward, 
if they ſhould fail in the Execu- 
tion of their whoſe Deſign ; for, 
by the 6th Article of Agree- 
ment, whenever 30,000 Acres 
(out of the whole 300,000) 
' ſhould be drained, the Earl was 
to have a due Proportion allot- 
ted out of it; ſo that no Rift 
was run by the Adventurers, 
ſince there was no Doubt of their 
being able to drain ſo ſmall. a 
Portion; and, as they proceed- 
ed in the Execution of their 
Scheme, their Allowance in- 
ereaſed accordingly. 

1 thought proper to take No- 
tice of this Circumſtance, be- 
cauſe the Writer of the Inquiry 

öà“iſꝗlf¹ has 


tw 


has been at more than uſual 


Pains to impreſs his Reader with 
Ideas of the great Riſk the Ad- 
venturers ran by their Scheme; 
and how much they deſerve in 
Conſequence His Intention 
is no where more apparent, and 
the littie Reaſon there is for 
allowing them any Merit on 
this Account, is no where more 
clear, than in the Conſideration 
of this Part of his Book, which 


treats of the Mature of the Con- 


track. 

«It was, ſays he, a GontraRt 
of Hazard ; and of that Sort 
that it could never be made 
on Terms of Equality ; ſo as 
that the Adventurers ſhould 
225 receive 
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receive a Conſideration exactly 
equal to the Advantage which 
thoſe with whom they contrac- 
ted were to derive from the 
Completion of the firſt Part of 
the Contract, and a conſtant At- 
tention to the Execution of the 
ſecond Part. — Now, though, 
perhaps, the Terms of the Con- 
tract could not be made on an ex- 
act Balance; yet, I will venture 
to affirm, no Terms could have 
been deviſed, that would have 
been ſo likely to turn out to 
the Advantage of both Parties. 
The Benefit the Country would 
receive depended on the Ad- 
vantage of the Adventurers ; 
and vice ver/a, that of the Ad- 
5 ventures 


( a F 
venturers on the Good they 
ſhould do to the Country. Their 
Intereſts were inſeparably con- 
nected; were of the ſame 
Kind ; and, in due Proportion: 

It is abſurd to talk of any 
Merit in the Adventurers with 
regard to the Hazard, They 


knew the Bulineſs they were 
about, and ſaw through all its 


Conſequences, as well as the 
Party they had to contract with; 
and, it is not reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that they would cloſe the 
Agreement on Terms of Diſad- 
vantage to themſelves. If there 
was Hazard in the Undertak- 
ing, they took Care, no doubt, 
to raiſe their Terms according- 


ly. 
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y. As to the long Liſt of Dif- 
ficulties and Obſtacles which 
theſe Adventurers had to ſur- 
mount, and which is given in 
this Part of the IJunguiry; ſuch 
as cutting Drains, making 
Banks through Bogs and Mo- 
raſſes, with other Things about 
Lakes, Outfals, Tides, Winds, 
and I know not what beſides ; 
— Does the Writer ſuppoſe 
theſe Difficulties did not preſent 
themſelves to the Minds of the 
Adventurers? — There is no 
Doubt but they did, and influ- 
enced the Terms of the Contract 
accordingly. They are all com- 
prehended under the Idea of 
Draining-the Adventurers were 

well 


— 1. 


29 ] 


well acquainted with their Power 
in impeding the Work they were 


going to undertake — and thoſe 


with whom the Adventurers 
contracted had no mean Opinion 
of that Power, or they would 


never have allowed the im- 


menſe Quantity of 95,000 A- 
cres for the Trouble of coun- 
teracting it. 


The Subjects 2 next 


come under the Conſideration 
of the Inquiry into Facts, are, 
THE Ex ECU T ION or THE CoN- 
TRACT, THE SITUATION OF THP 
ConTRACTING PARTIES AT THIS 


Tims, AND THE CAUSES WHICH 


HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT THE PRE 
SENT 
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SENT STATE OF THE GREAT LE= 
VEL. 25 n 
The firſt Part of the Con- 
tract was performed: The 
Lands were drained, and the 
Adventurers put in Poſſeſſion 
of their Reward of 95,000 
Acres lt is from the Non- 
performance, on the Adventu- 
rers Side, of the /econd Part of 
the Contract, that the Level, 
which was once in a drained 
State, is brought into the pre- 
ſent, though not into that a 
tarming, One, the Inquiry in- 
forms us, and would have us 
believe, it is now in. 
The 95, ooo Acres were 


granted the Adventurers as well 
for 


| 
av 
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for the Performance of the e. 
cond Part of the Contract as the 
fr/t. The Fund for perform- 
ing the ſecond Part was raiſed 
by a gradual Acre Tax (ſee 
Page 28 of the Inquiry) on the 
Adventurers Land. That Tax 
was deemed, by both Parties 
in the Contract, a ſufficient 
Fund for keeping the Works 
in proper Repair, and the Coun- 
try in a State of Drainage: 
and ſo it would undoubtedly 
have proved, had the Adven- 


turers done their Duty: But, 


by the Neglect or Abandon- 
ment of ſome Part of their 
Works, they made Room for 
the Enemy to flow in upon 
| them ; 
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them; which, had they at firſt 
properly reliſted, | might have 
been kept at a due Diſtance, 
or, in fome Meaſure defeated ; 
at leaft, with a much leſs Ex- 
pence than will now be requir- 
ed for that Purpoſe. They 
were too greedy of the Profits 
of their Land, and were un- 
willing to tax it to the full, 
though its own Preſervation 
depended thereon. By theſe 
Means the Power of what ob- 
ſtructed their Scheme has in- 
creaſed; and (by the Inguirer's 
Account) threatens to ſpoil, to- 
gether with their own, thoſe 
Lands which they had bound 


themſelves to ſecure. 


The 
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The Adventurers complain 
that the Fund for the Perform 
ance of the ſecond Part of the 
Contract is not equal to the 
Taſk for which it was intend- 
ed. Let us for a Moment 
ſuppoſe * that this is the Caſe 
at the preſent Time; that the 
Adventure Lands may not 7ow 
bear ſo heavy a Tax as will be 
neceſſary to put the Works 
into good Repair, and after- 
wards preſerve them. Where 


lies the Blame of this? —on 


the Adventurers. Every one 
knows how much the Difficul- 


* I would have the Reader only ſuppeſe 
this, for it will not be found fo in fact. 


E ties 


L. 66Þ 
ties of Draining increaſe by 
Neglect. What might have 
been done, in a regular Pro- 
greſſion, with a trifling Ex- 
pence, will now coſt an enor- 
mous Sum to effect. Had the 
Adventurers fought with the 
Difficulties as they aroſe ; had 
they, as much as they had been 
able, repaired the Breaches and 
Decays of the ſeveral Works 
as they happened, and which 
they were bound to repair, there 
would have been no need to 
have ſought Aſſiſtance from 
ſuch inequitable Means as are 
aow propoſed, 

That the Adventurers have 
becn able ta do this, will ap- 
1 pear 


lo 


„ 

pear pretty clearly, by ſome 
few Calculations of the Ex- 
pences they have been at, and 
the Sums they have received, 
ſince the Commencement of 
the Undertaking ; and which 
ſhall be made too, in part, 
from the Data found in the 
Inquiry. 

At Page 34 we are inform- 
ed that the Execution of the 


| firſt Part of the Contract coſt 


the Adventurers the 
Sum of 8 94 1 
The ſecond Part {keeping the 
Country in a drained State) 
colt tem = LF 6co,000 


— — 


2 — 


ſo that the whole Expence 
| £52 which 


E 
which they have been at to the 
preſent Time, is /, ooo, ooo 
excluſive of the Debt * which 
is contracted. — Let us now 
ſee what the Adventurers have 
received, ſince the Undertak- 
ing was completed. 

The Rents of 95,000 Acres, 
on an Average of 7s. 6d. per 
Acre, for 124 + Years will be 
about 4, ooo, ooo 


They are now in Poſſeſſion of 
the Land, which, if ſold at 


30 Years Purchaſe, would 


* The Debt is about £40,000. 


The Fens were adjudged drained in 
che Year 1683 Mr. Pownall begins his ' 
Calculations from the Year 1663. |; 


fetch 


uin 


his 


ch 


C on 1 


fetch —- = , ooo, ooo 


3 5,000, 000 * 
So that theſe complained Ad- 
venturers have received no leſs 
than u Millions for the one 
Million which they have ex- 
pended on the Works. 

Mr. Pownall, in a late Pub- 
lication on the moſt effectual 
Method of draining the Fens, 
hath, in a Poſfſeript, taken 


ſome Notice of the Pamphlet 
nov under Conſideration. What 


he has advanced is ſo much to 


A perfect Exactneſs is not obſerved in 
theſe Calculations; and, it is apprehended, 
when ſuch large Sums are concerned, it 
will not be required. 
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E 
the Purpoſe, and ſo applicable 
to the Subject more immedi- 
ately under our Notice, that 
I need make no Apology for 
uſing it in this Place. 

«© The ſecond Part of the 
Contract, ſays Mr. Pownall (a- 
greeably to the inquiry Page 
80) by which the 9 5,000 Acres 
were made liable to a perpe- 
tual Taxation for the Support 
and Maintenance of the great 
Level in a State of Drainage, 
has, in 113 Years, that is, from 
1663 to 1776 coſt 607, 5117 


which is, at an Average, taking 


it in a round Sum, 5, 400l. per 
Ann. beſides a great Debt incur- 


red. 


e But 


WI 
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« But there is one other 
Condition, Covenant, and A- 
greement, in this Contract, to 
which the contracting Adven- 
turers, and their Repreſenta- 
tives, the preſent Poſſeſſors of 
the 95,000 Acres, are bound ; 
which this Inquiry into Facls 
hath omitted to ſtate to con- 
ſideration. I will, therefore, 
ſtate it from the Act of Parlia- 
ment which recognized and 
enacted this Contract. It was 
a Condition and Covenant to 
which they were not only 
bound, but for the ſeeing of 
which executed, Commiſſioners 
were eſtabliſhed with Powers 


of Superintendance, and of giv- 


GC 4 Ing 


1 ww} 

ing Relief and Remedy ; that 
they ſhould do nothing to the 
Prejudice of the Navigation, nor 
any ways obſtrutt, interrupt, or 
render it worſe in. the Ouſe, 
Grant, or any of the Rivers which 
run through the Great Level ; 
and that if they did any ways 
obſtruct, damage, or prejudice, 
Navigation, and did not make 
good and amend the ſame az 
the proper Cofts and Charge of 
the Corporation, the ſuperin- 
tending Commiſſioners had 
Power zo tax theſe ꝙ 5, ooo Acres 
tor the keeping and preſerving 

the Navagation. 
*« The Facts thus ſtated, let 
us ſee how the Corporation 
Pam 


L 4x ] 


Pamphlet (as Mr. Pownall very 


properly calls the Inguiry into 


Fact) applies the Principles of 


the propoſed Bill. It ſays, that 
the executing the firſt Part of 
the Contract coft 400,000/. by 
which moſt of the Adventu- 
rers were ruined. It they were 


_ ruined, their Ruin muſt have 
been the Conſequence of their 


not executing, or, to uſe the 
Words of the Contract, not ef- 


fecting the Work: For, if they 
had effectually drained the 


Lands, and that at the Coſt 


and Charge, of no more than 


40. per Acre, which 400,000/. 


for 95,000 Acres, does not much 
exceed, they could not haye 


been 
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been ruined; for theſe Lands 


ſo drained muſt have been 
worth much more than 4/. per 
Acte, more than double. 

Well, but the continued 
Execution of the ſecond Part of 
the Contract, that is, the main- 
taining theſe Lands in a State of 
Drainage, hath coſt 607, 518/. 
in all above a Million, ſo rea- 
ſons the Inquiry. But as this 
laſt 600,000/. is but the Sum 
total of the Expenditure of 
113 Years, that is, from 1663 


to 1776 ; the Average annual 


Expence has been but about 
5,400/, (taking a round Sum) 
out of a Fund of 30,000/. per 


Ann, And yet the Inquiry 
ſtates 


+ 0-1] 
ſtates it as one of the Facts in 


this Caſe, that this Fund is in- 
adequate to the End; and de- 


ficient, as Ways and Means, to 


the Service to which it was ap- 
propriated - and, therefore, 
coneludes to the Juſtice and 
Neceſſity of a further Aid by 
Taxes on the Free Lands, and 
by a Toll of Tonnage on 
Navigation. Which Lands by 
the expreſs Terms of the Con- 
tract, confirmed by Act of Par- 
liament, were to be free and ex- 
empt fromall Taxes; and which 


Navigation was not only to be 


free and uninterrupted, but to 
be kept ſo at the proper Caſt 
and 


[ 44 J 
and Charge of theſe Adven- 
turers, the Corporation. 

« The Inquiry ſays, that the 
300,000 Acres are worth 
100,000/. per Ann. the 95,000 
Acres, therefore, Part of thoſe 
300,000 Acres, muſt be worth 
about 30,000/. per Ann. A 
Tax of 5,400/. per Ann. at an 
Average, is between a fifth and 
fixth Part of that Rent, or about 
three Shillings and Six-pence 
in the Pound. Now, I am 
greatly at a loſs, even with the 
Aid of the Inquiry, to make 
out, how a Service, which in 
113 Years hath, upon an Ave- 
rage, called for but h e S$h1il- 
lings 
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lings and Six-pence in the Pound 
of the Rent of a certain Fund 
in Land, the ue Freehold of 
which was originally liable to 
that Fund, can be ſaid to have 
exceeded the Powers of the 


Fund, while the Reſidue of not 


only the Rent (public Taxes 
paid) but the Freehold itſelf 
(given and accepted as the 
Conſideration and full Recom- 


pence) ſhould remain liable, 


not only to all Expences, but 
to the diſcharging all Debts. 
By what Law or Juſtice, or 
how in common Senſe (it the 


Poſſeſſors of the Free Lands 


are diſtinct Perſons, in fact, 


from the Poſſeſſors of the 


9 5,000 
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95, ooo Acres) can they expect 


the Free Lands and Navigation 
to be taxed and tolled, not 


only as a farther Aid to farther 


Engagements, but i order 10 


diſcharge the Debts of the Cor- 


poration, which theſe Adven- 


ture Lands are not only by 


Law a Fund for, but are, by 
the Account of the Corpora- 
tion-Pamphlet itſelf, compe- 
tent to. 

C Tt is equally beyond the 
Scope of my Faculties to in- 
veſtigate by what Juſtice or 
Reaſon, or on what Principles, 
theſe Adventurers and their 


Repreſentatives, Poſſeſſors of 


the Adventure Lands, who 
are 


(4: Þ 
are bound to the making, pre- 
ſerving, and keeping, the Na- 
vigation in the Oule, Grant, 
and ſuch other navigable Ri- 
vers as paſs through the Level, 
and ſo bound, that if any of 
theſe Rivers be obſtructed, in- 
terrupted, or made worſe than 
they were in the ſixth of King 
Charles the firſt, they muſt 
repair and make good the ſame 
at the proper Coſts and Charge 
of the Corporation, can, un- 
der the preſent perverted, ob- 
ſtructed, interrupted State of 
the Navigation, call upon, or 
expect, the commercial Inter- 
eſt and Conſumers, living in 
the Counties ſurrounding theſe 
Fens, 


. Fay 
Fens, to load themſelves with 
the Payment of Tolls, inſtead of 
receiving Remedy for the Pre- 
judice already done to Naviga- t 
tion; and, inſtead of enjoying 0 
(as was their ancient Right) a } 
Free Navigation, to ſubmit to t 
exerciſe and enjoy the ſame | 5 
hereafter, under ſuch Laws, f 
Orders, and Limitations, as 
the Corporation, who, by this 
Bill, aims to acquire the Bene- 
fit of it, ſhall by their Bye-Laws 
ſubject it to.“ 
By all that Mr. Powna/! has 
here advanced, it is evident, 
that the Adventurers, from 


their firſt Incorporation to the ly | 
preſent Time, have been -in | 


Poſſeſſion 


\ 


„ ba 
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poſſeſſion of a F und amply ſuf- 


ficent for performing every 


Condition of the Contract; 


that they have had an Income 
of 30, ooo. per Ann. out of 
which they have expended on 
their Works no more than 
55400ʃ. per Ann. that, there- 
fore, whatever State of Decay 
their Works may now be in, 
it has been owing to their own. 
Greedineſs and Neglect, and 
not to their Want of Ability, 
that they are not in as good 
a State at this Moment, as they 
were at the firſt Hour of their 
Completion. —It is alſo equal- 
ly evident, that, whatever In- 


jury the Navigation have re- 


D ceived; 


=_ 
ceived ; whatever Repair they 
may now ſtand' in Need of, it 
is a Duty abſolutely incum- 
bent on the Adventurers to 
reſtore them to a perfect State 
of Reparation, without any 
Way burthening the Naviga- 
tions for ſuch Purpoſe. But 
more of this hereafter. 
To proceed with the H. 
guiry,—In order to evade the 
Charge on the Neglect and Un- 
willingneſs oftheAdventurers,in 
the Performance of the ſecond 
Part of the Contract, we are pre- 
ſented with what are called the 
Cauſes, which have brought a. 
bout the preſent State of thi 


Level; but, they are all reſol- 
vablc 


FI 

vable into the ill Conduct of 
the Adventurers. | 

To make out theſe Cauſes, 
the Writer of the Inquiry re- 
verts to his old Argument in 
Favour of the Adventurers, the 
Hazard of the Contract. It 
is to be remembered, ſays he, 
that it was originally a Con- 
tract of Hazard. The Ex- 
pence of the Contractors de- 
pended on the Element of Wa- 
ter and Air, whoſe Operations 
are not the Objects of Calcu- 
lation. Had theſe Elements, 
continues he, favoured the Un- 
dertaking, and the winter Sea- 
ſons been conſtantly kind, 
the great Expences, occaſioned 


D 2 „ 


1 4 

Bs + - 

= 

kl 
* 
* 
247 

* * 

— 4 
A 
bt 
I 
F 
41% 
5 
** 
0 
* 

* 

* 
vat 
| 1 N 
43-73 
"IE 
= 
"+ 
**S * 
o 
a 
Her 
4 


Os 
| —— 


0 2} 
PSF Ss 


" * £ — — * 

— - 1 — — 4 r. 1 - - * 2 5 — 

- oe» | — * - = 8 3 2 . 

FFF / ²˙ ü ̃ v ]³·³·— IIESS 4 s 
2 3 3 1 bo * — — : 1 N 2 


3 


hs fp od LO DING od Tos fo 
* —_—_— ——_—=: aſe » — 2 >, SK 


E 
by extraordinary Floods, had 
been ſaved.” Now, all this 
is nothing more than ſaying, 
that if the Adventurers had 
had no Obſtacles to contend 
with, in the Progreſs of their 
Works, they would have made 
a much better Bargain than 
they did. When the Contract 
was entered into, could the 
Adventurers poſſibly expect 
that the Elements of Water 
and Air would ceaſe to oper- 
ate according to their eſtabliſh- 
ed Nature? Could they ex- 
pect the winter Seaſons 
would be conſtantly bind, for 
a hundred Vears together, a- 
gainſt their own—againſt uni- 

verſal 


1 


verſal Experience to the con- 


trary ?— Till the Writer of the 
Inquiry can make it likely that 
the Adventurers were poſſeſſed 
with ſuch unaccountable No- 
tions, it adduces nothing againſt 
the Fairne/s of the Contract, 
or in Excuſe for the Neglect 
of the Adventurers (in not 
performing the ſecond Part of 


it) to exhibit the Difficulties 


that were to be overcome. 
The preſent Situation of the 


Level by no Means preves 


(which is aſſerted) that the 


Terms of the Contract, from 
the hazardous Nature of it, 
were diſadvantageous to the 


Adventurers. All that is there- 
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by proved, is, that the Ad- 
venturers have not performed 
their Part; viz. keeping the 
Country in a proper State of 
Drainage: For which Purpoſe, 
one third of the whole Level 
was all the Adventurers de- 
fired to receive, and all the 
other Party in the Contract 
thought proper to give: — But, 
ſurely, there is no Reaſon to 
complain of the Hazard of 
the Bargain, if the Bargain it- 
ſelf turns out to their Advan- 
tage. For the 95,000 Acres 
of Land the Adventurers have 
paid a Million; for this Million 
they have received nearly four 
e, and are ſtill in Poſ- 

ſeſſion 


„„ 


f 3s 7 


ſeſſion of the 95,000 Acres, — 
while, to theirShamebe it ſpoken, 
« tbe Undertaking is in Feopar- 
dy,” and the Lands which 
yielded to ſo great a Diminu- 


tion in Favour of the Adven- 


turers, are, by them, threatened 


with a Retrogreſſion into their 


original State. 


It is faid that the Works 
which were firſt made for the 


Purpoſes of Draining, are, from 


the Alteration in Commerce, 


Roads, &c. no longer capable 


of performing their intended 
Offices. The Effect which the 


Improvements in Commerce, 


Agriculture and other Mat- 


ters are ſuppoſed to have had 
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= 
upon the Great Level, is heigh- 
tened and enlarged, far beyond 
the Power of ſuch Cauſes. — 
But, allowing them to have 
had ſome little Power in mili- 
tating againſt the Works of 
the Level; thoſe Works would 
moſt probably have been able 
to ſuſtain this additional Force, 
had their original Power never 
been reduced ; which, it 1s 
evident, ought wel to have been. 
But, thoſe Works, which an- 
ſwered all the Purpoſes of the 
firſt Drainers, are no longer in 
the ſame State they were. 
Their Power and Capacity, in 
the Act of Draining, are con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed, from the 
Non- 


© WI 
Non-performance of the ſe- 
cond Part of the Contract. 
Some through Neglect have 
been in a Manner choaked up; 
others have been left unſup- 
ported to the Waters which 
are continually acting upon 
them; and others abandoned 


to the flow but certain Decay 


of Nature. Had theſe how- 
ever, been well attended to; 
had they been kept in a pro- 
per State of Reparation; there 
is good Reaſon to conclude, 


that they would have anſwered 


all the Purpoſes for which they 
were at firſt intended, through 
Ages, in ſpite of this trifling 
Addition to the Power they 

have 


19 

have to contend with; But had 
this Power been of much 
greater Conſequence, it was 
the Duty of the Adventurers 
to render their Works ſupe- 
rior to it. They were not 
only bound. © 0 /upport the 
Forks that had been made, but 
alſo to add new Ones, as. Occa- 
frons and ' Circumſtances might 
require. See Inq. Page 19. 

The Cauſes of the preſent 
State of the Level are cloſed, 
by urging the Decreaſe of the 
Value of Money as no incon- 
ſiderable one. But a Moment's 
Conſideration will ſhew, that 
the Writer of the Inquiry has 
caſt his.Eye only on one Side 

| of 


*Fhis is the ground Work for 


1 
of the Queſtion. That the 
Decreaſe of the Value of Mo- 
ney hath increaſed the Value 
of Labour, (and, of courſe, 


the Expence of the Adventu- 


rers) is readily allowed: Bur, is 
it not a well known Fact, that 
the Value of all | ands has in- 
creaſed in Proportion? The 
Lands of the Adventurers 
would, therefore, have borne 
a higher Taxation, equal to 
that Increaſe of Expence, if 


they had thought proper to 


have laid it on them. Their 


not chooſing, however, to do 
this, will account for the pre- 
ſent Situation of the Level. 


the 


. 
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tlie whole Complaint : They 
have been unwilling to tax 
their Adventure Lands for the 
Support of the Works they had 
bound themſelves to maintain ; 
and fo have brought them- 
ſelves into a Situation, from 
which they pretend they can- 
not be delivered without ex- 
traneous Aſſiſtance. I 
The laſt and moſt ma- 
terial Part of the Inquiry 
comes now to be confider- 
ed; namely, Tax MOST PRO- 
BABLE AND EQUITABLE MEaANs 
OF RELIEVING THE UNDER- 
TAKING FROM THE OITUA- 
TION IT HATH FALLEN" INTO; | 
AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF ITS 


REMAIN 


1 
REMAINING IN THE STATE IT 18 
IS IN, WITHOUT ANY FARTHER 
ATTEMPTS TO RETRIEVE IT. 

It is the inequitable Mode 
of relieving the Undertaking, 
intended by the Bedford Le- 
vel Corporation in their preſent 
Application to Parliament, that 
has fo juſtly alarmed all the 
Counties which ſurround the 
Fens, and excited them to an 
univerſal and ſtrenuous Oppo- 
ſition to it —Unconnected as 
they are with the Scheme of 
Drainage, they find that the 
Aim of the Bill is directed 
chiefly againſt them; that the 
Navigations, which ſupply 
them with Coals and other 

Articles 
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Articles are to be burthened 
with a T productive of a 
Fund that will be more than 
ſufficient for all the Purpoſes 
of Draining ; that, ſhould the 
Bill take Place in its preſent 
Form, the Adventurers, in a 
little Time, will be diſburthen< 
ed of the Expence of keeping 
their Banks in Repair; and the 
Country which receives the Be- 
nefit, nay, almoſt its Exiſtence, 
from Drainage, will be no lon- 
ger neceſſitated to contribute 
any Thing to its own ſup- 
port.——The Mavigatious are to 
do all, They are to raiſe a 
Fund large enough for the 


Execution and Support of evcry 
Scheme 


„ 


Scheme the Adventurers have 


determined upon for the Be- 
nefit of their Property; and 
which, by the bye, ceaſes to be 
their's, when they no longer 
perform the Conditions of the 
Contract. But, why all this 
ſhould be done by a ſmall Por- 
tion of the Public, for the Be- 


nefit of the Eſtates of Indivi- 


duals ; why the Mavigations 
ſhould be depreſſed by ſuch an 
inſupportable Burthen, when 
it is evident, they have hi- 
therto been rather injured 


than benefited by the Works 


of Drainage, and can receive 


little or no Benefit in future, 
and . require a Paſſage 
through 


( 9 
through the Fens, which they 
have a Right to demand with- 
out any Impediment — are 
Queſtions, which, it is appre- 
hended, cannot eahly be an- 
ſwered. 

The mechanical Part of this 
Matter; that is, the Way of 
curing the Evils which impede 
the Draining, is mentioned by 
the Inquirer under ſeveral Par- 
ticulars. Theſe,” ſays he, 
c are the great Objects to be at- 
chieved: for, if theſe Works 
be properly executed and con- 
tinued, the Great Level will 
be drained, will continue drain- 
ed. 

To 
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To bring, then, the Coun- 
try and the Works of Drainage 
into ſuch a proper State as is 
here required, the Sum of 
75,0001. is, by the Bill, in- 
tended to be raiſed. The 
Expenditure of this Sum 
will reinſtate the Level in 
ſuch Security as the Advo- 
cates of the Bill are de- 
ſirous of. When thus ſecured, 
the Benefit the Adventure 
Lands would thence derive, 
would, no Doubt, enable them 
to bear, a Tax equal to the 
Support of theſe Works. —I 
beg the Reader's Attention. — 
Now, if the Adventurers were 
to be preſented by the Coun- 
E ties 
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ties ſurrounding the Fens with 
this Sum of 75, oool. for the 
Purpoſe they want it, without 
ever requiring either Principal 
or Intereſt from them, would it 
not ſeem that a great and ſuf- 
ficent Mean of completing the 
Deſign of draining the Level 
had been acquired by the Ad- 
venturers ? An Aid to the Ex- 
ecution of their Part of the 
Contract which they never 
could poſſibly have expected? 
which the original Contractors 
had no Idea of? Vet this im- 
menſe Gift (for ſo let us reck- 
on it) would be a Trifle to the 
Demand, which the Adventu- 


rers are now endeavouring to 
make 
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make on thoſe particular Coun- 


ties, by Means of the intended 
Toll on the Navigations.—It 
will clearly appear ſo by the 


following Calculation. 

There come up the Naviga- 
tions from Lynm yearly through 
the Fens Coals, Chal. 96, ooo 

Corn Ton. 30,000 
various Goods 14,000 


In all 140, coo 


which, at 18. per Ton (the in- 
tended additional Toll) will 


amount to- — 7, ooo 
We may reckon the interior 
Trade at — -=- £1,000 


The Wiſbeach Trade, moder- 
1 ately, 
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ately, a 1717362: {4 I ,000 


£9,000 


9 


So that no leſs a 3 than 
9,000/. will be raiſed yearly by 
this additional Toll on the 
Navigations. This Toll is 


not to diſcontinue after a li- 


mited Time, when the Purpoſes 
of Draining are anſwered; but 
it is to cohtinue for ever. The 
75 00. to be raiſed, as well 
as the vaſt Income which the 
additional Toll will produce, 


is to be lodged in the Hands, 


and to be at the intire Diſpo- 
ſal of the Bedford Level Cor- 
A poration, —The Tolls on the 
Navi- 


„ 


Navigations only *, would, 
in the Space of 8 or 10 Years 


diſcharge the whole 17 55000“. 


borrowed on the Credit of 
them; and, afterwards, would 


become the Property of— 
whom ?—truly, of the 4dven- 


zurers | Will not this ꝙ, ooo. 


per Ann. be employed for their 
excluſive Benefit? Will the 
Good of the Navigations be 


once thought of by them? 


Will not the whole Income be 
employed to pay off the old 
Debt contracted on the drain- 
ing Scheme ; and, in the End, 


* Excluding the Tax on the Free 


Lands, of which we ſhall ſpeak pre- 


ſently. 
E-3 will 


5 — - —_ —_— 


7 
1 


[. 6 
will they not intirely exone- 
rate the whole Lands of the 
Level of every Tax, of every 
Burthen whatſoever ?--Had the 
Navigations been the /e Cauſe 
of bringing the Level into its 
preſent State, this Demand 
of the Adventurers would have 
appeared a moſt unjuſt one; 
ſince the Fund to be raiſed 
will not only put the Level 
into its original State of Drain- 
age, but will be more than 
ſufficient to continue it for 
ever in that State, independ- 
ent of any Tax whatever on 
thoſe Lands which were bound 
for the Preſervation of the 
Works, and whoſe very Ex- 
iſtence 


1 


iſtence depends thereon.-— 
Surely, ſuch great, ſuch ma- 
niteſt, Injuſtice never appear- 
ed before upon the Face of 
any Meaſures offered for the 


Sanction of Parliament Were 


the Navigations to lend their 
Aſſiſtance in putting the Le- 
vel into its %% State of Drain- 


age (and that in Proportion 


to the Share they may be ſup- 
poſed to have had in bringing 
about its preſent State) it would 
be all that could be rea- 
/onably expected of them. But 
to endeavour to throw the 
whole Weight of draining the 
Fens, and keeping them drain- 
ed, upon the Mavigations, is, 

E 4 ſurely, 


17 

ſurely, a moſt unjuſtifiable 
Attempt. In Truth, the Ad- 
venturers have no Claim at 
all on the Navigations for any 
Aſſiſtance whatever. They 
were bound by the Contract, 
and they have had a ſufficient 
Fund in their Power, to ſup- 
port their Works againſt any 
unexpected Contingencies, | 
As to any Advantage the 
Navigations are ſuppoſed to 
have received from the Works 
of Drainage; ſurely no Claim 
will lie againſt them on that 
Account.— The Benefit they 
have received (if they have 
received any) was adventitious; 
neither So for by the Na- 
vigators, 


io 
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vigators, nor intended by the 
Adventurers. It aroſe from 
the Execution of a favourite 
Scheme of the latter, which 
has turned out greatly to 
their Advantage. Could 
the original Adventurers, I 
would aſk, ever even dream 
of a future Application to the 
Navigations for Aſſiſtance in 
draining the Fens? It is plain 
they never thought of any 
ſuch Thing. They regarded 


the Navigations as quite in- 


dependent of their Scheme of 
Drainage; and with this Idea, 


bound themſelves that no Da- 
mage ſhould be ſuſtained by 


them in Conſequence, But 


ii 
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if an immoderate Toll be laid, 
by their Succeſſors, on the 
Goods conveyed by theſe Na- 
vigations, a great, and, I truſt, 
an undeſerved Damage will be 
thereby ſuſtained. 

- But it is far from being ad- 
mitted that the Navigations 
have received any, the leaſt, 
Benefit from the Drainage of 
the Fens ; nay, it is contended 
that they have received con- 
fiderable Hurt therefrom. The 
Inquirer has done well to en- 
deavour to invalidate the Teſ- 
timony of Mr. Badeſlade, as 
well reſpecting the good State 
of the Navigations before the 
Scheme of Drainage took Place, 

as 


ws W 


1 
as the Injury ſuſtained by 
them in Conſequence of its 
Execution. Badeſlade's Book 
is of conſiderable Importance 
and indubitable Authority; 
and is applied to upon all 
Occaſions reſpecting the an- 
cient State of the Level. The 
Facts related are ſupported 
with ſuch a Body of Evidence 
that it is not poſſible for any 
one to overturn them. The 
Matter reſts not on mere Af- 


ſertion, but the Affidavits of 


many Perſons of Credit are 
given, which put it beyond 
the leaſt Doubt as to the Truth 
of the Facts recorded. 


We 


E 

We learn, then, that pre- 
vious to the Works of the 
Adventurers, from the : Abun- 
dance of freſh Waters deſ- 
cending from the Counties 
ſurrounding the Fens, and 


from the great and unreſtrain- 


ed Influx and Reflux of the 
Tides, the ſeveral Rivers in 
the Fens were preſerved in a 
proper State for Navigation; 
ſo deep and convenient, that 
Veſſels carrying from 15 to 


40 Tons Burthen made 


many Voyages in a Tear from 
Lynn up the ſeveral Rivers 


* The Veſſels now run, in general, from 
8 to 12 Tons Burthen 


within, 


OO — 8 Ss. «ad 
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within, and which communi- 
cate with, the Level; and 
this, without the Obſtructions, 
Charges and Delays which 
took place afterwards from 
the Erection of Sluices and 
other Works of the Adven- 


turers. — This is clearly made 


to appear in the Caſe of the 


MH, avigations and Trade lately 


publiſhed, I ſhall beg Leave 


to give a Page or two from 


that Book in the Author's own 
Words. | 

«By the Stoppageof the Tides 
out of the Rivers Ouſe, Mene, 
&c. by the cutting of the 100 
foot River ſo ſhallow, and by 
the Erection of Denver, Sal- 


ter's 


( 2 
ter's Lode, and other Sluices, 
the large Veſſels with which 
the Trade uſed to be carried 
on previous to thoſe Works, 
were obliged to be laid afide 
for want of a ſufficient Depth 
of Water, and ſmall Boats or 
Lighters were at firſt ſubſtitu- 
ted which could carry but 
ſmall Burthens, as they were 
haled and towed along the 
Rivers by Men walking on 
the Sides thereof; which mak- 
ing their Paſſage long and 
tedious, it of Neceſſity increaſ- 
ed the Freight of Goods and 
Merchandize; and in order 
to carry on the Trade with 


more Expedition and Advan- 
tage, 


( 79 ] 
tage, it became abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to increaſe the Size and 
Number of theſe Boats or Light- 
ers; and to put them into 
Trains of ſeveral faſtened to 
each other (called Gangs) and 


to hale them with Horſes upon 
the Shores and Banks of the ſe- 


veral Rivers, even from their 


farſt Departure from the Town 
of Lynn.” 
The Obſtacles EPs great Ex- 


pences attending this new Mode 


of navigating, were increaſed 
by a Demand on the Naviga- 
tions for the Uſe of the Banks 
lying between the Level and 
the Town of Lynn, 


cc The 


{ & J} 
« The Banks on both Sides 

the Ou/e from Lyam to Down- 
ham Bridge (12 or 14 Miles in 

Length) are private Property; It 
and the Owners thereof have J. 
demanded of the Navigations | 
certain Payments for the Uſe of ſt 
them. Theſe Payments have fr 
been increaſed from Time to Jan 
Time, according to the Will tin 
and Pleaſure of the Owners of Ithe 
theſe Banks, and are now a very Un 
heavy Burthen on the Navigati- wh 
ons, entirely occaſioned by the and 
Works of the Undertakers put- falle 
ting the Watermen under the (ga 
Neceſſity of alteringtheir former 
Manner of navigating, which 
was by Maſt and Sail and Help 
of 


[ 81 J 
of Tides, without tlie S 
of Horſes.. 

„The Works of the Under 
takers were to be without Pre- 
judice to Navigation; by 

which the Navigators under- 
ſtood they were to be free 
from Taxes, Polls or Duties, 
» Hand Have (as is exprefsly faid 
1 they ſhould) a free Paſſage on 
che Banks to be made by the 
Undertakers; notwithftanding 
which, many heavy Charges 
and incumbrances have already 
fallen on the Trade and Na- 
igation of Lynn, particularly 
dy the Navigation of the River 
aue, which was fo obſtructed 
Ir rendered ufelefs to the Na- 
F vigators, 


of 


1 


vigators, by the Neglect of the 


Bedford Level Corporation, and 
by their Permiſſion of Engines 
or Mills to be ere&ed on the 
Sides thereof, that the Trade 
was obliged, about twenty- 
three Years ſince, to ſubmit 
to a Tonnage of Six-pence per 
Ton for the getting a Paſſage 
through the Fens, and re- 
ſtoring that Navigation; an 
Incumbrance of 800. per Ann. 
on that Branch of the Trade 
from Lynn. The Navigation 
alſo of the Grant from Clay- 
hithe to Cambridge, for want 
of the Depth of Water which 
it formerly had by the Influx 
of the Tides, was obliged to 

be 


LL #4 3 
be ſluiced to keep up Heads 
of Water, which brought a fur- 
ther we nes on the N aviga- 
tors.” 4 Js x 1 1 

(c It is true that the Trade 
of Lyim is of late Years greatly 
increaſed, by extending the 
Navigatioss far beyond the 
Level ok. the Fens, but the 
Works neceſſary for making 
thoſe Navigations, and carrying 
the Trade to ſo great a Diſ- 
tance, has been attended with 
very great ; Expences; inſo- 
much, that the Tolls pay- 
able on Account of theſe 
extended Navigations, added 
to the Tolls of the Menue and 
Grant, and Payments for ha- 
2 ling 
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ling on the, , Banks], between 


Lynn and Danpen Hluise, and, 
on ſome Banks. Within che Le 
vel of the Fens, are 10 accu- 
mulated a HBurthen on the 
Traden that it will not bea 
any — Charge. And in 
Gafe an additional; Charge 
ſhouldhe laid on rade by the 
Prepoſel Gorporation. Bill. O i 
is feared, that the Burthen yeah 
be; ſo heavy as: to oc R 
much greater Part. of, the 
Country towards the. Extent 
of the ſeveral Navigations, 
than there now. is, to get ſup 
plied with Goals, one of the, 


principal Afticles of Con- 


| k from the Inland 
2 Pits, 


— JV * + az 7 A 1 8 1 Py: FL 


CA 


( % 1 
Pits, to the Prejudice of the 
Revenue, and tè the Detri- 


ment of the PT rade and Port 


of N * 


Y This is W the Caſe, with 


reſpect to the weltern, Extremity of the 
Navigation of the Mee. One of the 
windings of the navigable Canal now ma- 
king from Coventry to Oxford . (com- 
monly called the Oxford Canal) approaches 
ſo near the weſtern Diviſion of the Nene, 
that the Pit Coal brought into North- 
amptonſhire by the former already inter- 
feres conſiderably with the Sea Coal (as it 
is called) brought from Tynn by the lat- 
ter. The Reaſons for preferring either 
are ſo nearly equal with the Conſumers, 
that any mew Burthen laid on the Sea Coal 
will operate ſo much in favour of the 
other, as to prove a ſevere Stroke on the 


Navigation of the Nene, and on the Trade 


with Lynn, carried on by Means thereof. 
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Where then is the Propriety 
of the Claim on the Naviga- 
tions which theſe Adventu- 
rers have thought proper to 
ſet up, for the Benefit they 
have received from the Works 
of Drainage? The Naviga- 
tions, before the Execution of 
theſe Works were in good 
Order for the Purpoſes of 
Trade and Commerce, and the 
ſeveral Rivers in the Fens ca- 
pable of ſuſtaining much hea- 
vier Burthens than they are 
at preſent. With a much 
better Face might the Na- 
vigators claim a Recompence 
for the Injury they have re- 
ceived 


tC + 1 
ceived from the Drainage. All 
the Obſtructions, Delays, 
Charges for the Uſe of Banks, 
both within and without the 
Level (on the Lynn Side) which 
the Navigations now labour 
under, have been owing either 
to the Nature or to the Ne- 
glect of the Works of the Ad- 
venturers. The whole Un- 


dertaking was engaged for that 


Part of the Contract which 
declares that no Prejudice 
whatever ſhall be done to 
Navigation; and a Court of 
Equity would undoubtedly 
give the deſired Relief. 

But the Adventurers feem 


not to build their Hopes of 
F 4 Succeſs 
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Succeſs ſo much on the Good 
they ſuppoſe their Works have 
done to the Navigations, as 
on the Injury the Navigations 

have done to their Works. — 
The N avigators are charged 
with injuring the Works of 
the Level by the preſent Mode 
of navigating, which is by 
Horſes haling along their 
Banks. But, I would aſk, 
what made this Mode of na- 
vigating neceſſary? Was it 
not the Works of the Adven- 
turers ? Deprived of their 
ancient Method, they were 
neceſſitated to adopt the pre- 
ſent; and nothing but Ne- 


_ could have brought on 
a A 


[ 89 ] 
a Change from an eaſy and 
unexpenſwe Mode, to an ob- 
ſtructed, tedious, and burthen- 
ſome one. — If then the Works 
of the Adventurers deſtroyed 
the old Method of navigating 
through the Level, is it not 
reaſonable that they ſhould 
furniſh the Navigators with 
another? But it is not from 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing 
only that the Navigators ex- 
pect to be thus accommoda- 
ted; they demand the Uſe of 
the Adventurers Banks for the 
Purpoſe of navigating, as a 
clear and unqueſtionable Right; 
the original Undertakers hav- 


ing * agreed that their 
Banks 


241. 
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Banks ſhould be ſubje& to the 
Uſe of the Navigators for ha- 
ling Ways, without any Charge 
or Hindrance whatever. 
But let us ſee what theſe 
Adventurers ſuffer, according 
to their own Account, by the 
Uſe the Navigators make of 
their Banks. They ſay that 
their Banks reach 170 Miles, 
and that the Damage done by 
the Navigators could not be 
repaired, on an Average, un- 
der about 8/. per Mile, per Ann. 
ſo that, according to this Reck- 
oning, the Damage the Na- 
vigations do to the Works of 
the Level amounts to 1, 3604. 
a Year. Now, allowing this 
to 


oO 
to be a fair State of the Caſe, 
with what Face can the pre- 
ſent Adventurers require an 
annual Income of q or 10,000. 
from the Navigations, as a 
Compenſation for this Damage. 
But, after all, this Account 
ought to have been ſubſcribed 
by the Adventurers, Errors 
excepted; for it will be found 
on Examination, that a con- 
ſiderable Part of theſe 170 
Miles conſiſts of Diſtrict- 
Banks, Turnpike Roads, &c. 
for the Uſe of which Tolls * 


* Whether the Bedford Level Corpora- 


tion receive any of theſe Tolls is beſt known 
to themſelves : Certain it is, that the Navi- 
gators pay them. c 
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have already been impqſed on 
the Navigations. It is alſo 
quite a doubtful Matter. whe- 
ther the Horſes haling on the 
Banks have not done rather 
Service than Injury. thereto. 
One of the Adventurers own 
Witneſſes (in a late Examina- 
tion before a Committee of 
the Houſe of Commons) ſays, 
that if the Horſes were to keep 
at the Top of the Banks when 
they hale, he thought they 
might be of Service to them. 
The Top of the Banks is the 
Place which the Horſes uſu- 
ally hale upon; it is the ſafeſt 
and moſt convenient for them; 
and the Aſſiſtance they afford 
1 | the 


93 J 
the Banks in preſſing down 
and conſolidating them, is a 
ſuffitient Recompence for now 
and then-kicking: off a Bit of 
Dirt into the River; and it 
Will probably, at a proper Seas 
ſon, ſatisfactorily be proved; 
that: choſe Banks, which: the 
Navigators have uſed" for ha- 
ling Ways, have been leſs; li- 
ahle to Breac hes and Decays, 
thay; thoſe: which! were never 
made: Uſe of far that Purpoſe- 
Ii whatc is here advanced 
be true, dn, indeed, if it be 
dowbthul, the Whole Demand 
even of. the 13604. above men- 
tioned (if the Adventurers had 
non eriough- to have 
aſked 


1 4 
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aſked u more) 2 fall at 
once to the Ground. | 

But there is aller 88 
tence ſet up” by the Adven- 
turers in their preſent Appli- 
eation to Parliament, in which 
their Kindneſs for the Naviga- 
tions is remarkably. Conſpi- 
euous. The Works, ſay they, 
which are intended to be exe- 
cuted under the preſent Scheme 
will be very beneficial to Navi- 
gation. Whoever examines the 
Works intended to be done 
will perceive that they are all 
Works of Drainage, intended 
for no other Purpoſe than 
rendering the Lands of the 
. Great Level, belonging to the 
09s Ad- 
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Adventurers and others, of 


more Value than they are of 
at preſent. As far as theſe 
Works may operate in making 
the Navigation better, ſo far 
may the Navigators rely on the 
Aſſiſtance of the Drainers, but 
not a tittle farther.— But, if 
the intended Works were to 
put the Navigations into better 
Order than it is poſſible for 
them to do (ſome of them it 
is feared. will do more Injury 
than Benefit to them); if the 
Intereſt of the Adventurers 
would ſuffer them to do any 
Works purpoſely for the Be- 


nefit of the Navigations; yet 


would the Navigations be in 
og no 
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no better Order, after all, than 


it is the Duty of the Adven- 


turers to reinſtate them in, 
without any Aſſiſtance from 
the Navigators for ſuch Pur- 
poſe. It is a doubtful” Cade, 
with many experienced . Peo- 


ple, Whether the \:propofed 


Works will even anſwer the 


Purpoſe of Drainags; much 


more doubtful is it, whethet 
the Navigations will rereive 


any Benefit theteby.: Yet, 


under the Idea of this diſtant 
and precarious Advantage tb 
the Navigations, the Adven 
turers have the Modeſty to 
require not lefs than g or 
10, 001. 
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10,000/. per Ann. from them 


2 eber. 


How would hs Propoſition 


appear if it were reverſed ? 


Let us ſuppoſe that the Rivers, 


higher;up the Country than the 
Level, are damaged ; that much 


Land in the | ſeveral Counties 


through which they 'flow, is 
drowned, which heretofore was 
not uſed to be overflowed : 
Would it be thought reaſon- 
able, in order to. remedy ſuch 
Evils, to apply for an Act of 
Parliament which ſhould load 
the Lands of the Great Level 
with a perpetual Tax, on a 
Suggeſtion that they would be 
benefited by the Methods ne- 
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ceſſary to be uſed to ſet the 
Navigations in ſuch Order as 
to free the Lands, ſo drowned, 
from the like Difaſter in fu- 
ture? — But would it not ap- 
pear glaringly unjuſt, to lay 
ſuch a Tax on the Level, as 
would not only entirely re- 
move this Evil, but would 
furniſh the Navigators with a 
ſufficient Fund for maintaining 
all their other Works, and for 
the Execution of any other 
Project that might turn out 
to their Advantage? — The 
Caſe is exactly paralle].---It is 
but changing Sides, and the 
Application of the Bedford 

Level | 
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Level Corporation will ap- 
pear in no better a Light. 

To return---Excluded from 
any Share' in the Diſpoſal of 
the Fund they are to raiſe, 


the Navigators cannot conceive 


themſelves to be, in the leaſt 


Degree, the Objects of the Good- 


will of the Adventurers: They 
know themſelves to be the Ob- 
jects of their Rapacity. The 
propoſed Works are, to all In- 


tents and Purpoſes, the Yorks 


of Drainage; and the Fund 
for executing them is to be 
ſqueezed from the Mavigations. 
---All the Good the Naviga- 
tions can poſſibly receive, will 
only bring them into ſuch a 

(& 2 State 
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State as they have been re- 
duced from, by the Works of 
the Adventurers; and yet to 
reſtore them (in pretence at 
leaſt) to this State, theſe very 
Adventurers demand a Sum 
which. will not only bring back 
their own neglected Works. into 
their original State; but, in a 
few Years, will diſcharge any 
Debts they may have contrac- 
ted, and become hereaſter a 
Fund that will intirely eaſe 
them of every Tax or Burthen 
whatſoever. 
Upon the whole, the <rY 
gators. are too well acquainted 
with the Conduct and Deſigns 


of the Adventurers to expect 
any 


{ we } 


any other Advantage than ſuch 
as may adventitiouſly ariſe from 
the Execution of their on 
Works; and whoever reads the 
BILL intended to be offered to 
Parliament, cannot but be of 
the ſame Opinion. Although 
they have been careful to avoid 
any. obnoxious Expreſſions, 
which might tend to make 
their Deſigns apparent at firſt 
View; yet, to a careful Ob- 
ſerver, it will plainly appear 
that an undue Influence pre- 
vails throughout. There is not 
a Clauſe but what is ineloſed 
within the faſt Gripe of the 
Bedford Level Corporation. 
Every Power the Bill can grant 
G 3 1s 
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is to be lodged in their Hands, 
They admit of no Aſſociate 
in the Execution of thoſe 
Powers. The chief, and e- 
ventually, the on, Party, that 


furniſhes the Cure of their 


Evils, is entirely excluded from 
having any Share in the Ad- 
mini ſtration of it. The Na- 
ture and Execution of the 
Works; the Diſpoſal or Re- 
tention of the vaſt Fund the Bill 
would raiſe on the Maviga- 
tions; all is to be in the ſole 
Power and Direction of the 
Bedford Level Corporation, — 
Indignation reddens at the 
Attempt! — Would it were 
able to draw a Bluſh from the 

whole 
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whole Band of Conſervators of 
the Great Level ! | 

But, in order to frighten the 
Navigators with Conſequences, 
it is queſtioned (Inq. Page 54) 
«© Who are the Parties that are 
moſt intereſted in the Preſerya- 
tion of the Great Level?”--And 
the Anſwer is alſo given, the 
Owners of the Lands and thoſe 
who carry on the Commerce 
by the ſeveral Navigations 
through it.” —It would, in- 
deed, be needleſs, as the In- 
quirer obſerves, to endeavour 
to prove that the Owners of 
a landed Property, © worth at 
leaſt one hundred thouſand 


Pounds a Year,” are concern- 
G 4 ed 
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ed for the Preſervation of that 
Property. But ſome Trouble 
and Pains are requiſite to con- 
vince the unyielding Naviga- 
tors, how much they Riſk in 
not endeavouring to preſerve 
the Level !-—To do the In- 
guirer Juſtice, he has ſaid all 
he can to impreſs them with 
a Senſe of their Danger: But, 
alas! all in vain. They will 
ſtill ſit undiſturbed, though 
the roaring Winds and the 
daſhing Floods threaten the 
whole Level with Deſtruction. 
And all this, from a thorough 
Conviction of the Propriety 
of the Inguirer's Remark, that 
„ Jelfiſpneſs is a watchful 


Guar dian,” 


E 1653 
Guardian.” T hey regard 
thoſe frf# Principles he ſpeaks 
of, and which act ſo power- 
fully on all Mankind, as ſuffi- 
cient to reſiſt all the Floods 
and Tides that may hereafter 
threaten an Invaſion of the 
Great Level. Theſe Princi- 
ples have hitherto preſerved 
that Country, and will, no 
Doubt, continue to do ſo. 
Whether, therefore, the Na- 
vigations are in a good or bad 
State at this Time; thoſe who 
are concerned in them truſt 


they will get no worſe from 
any farther Defection in 


the Drainage : : And their Con- 
lidence is placed in no mean 
Security. 
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Security. Can it be ſuppoſed 
that the Proprietors of Land, 
worth, at leaſt, owe hundred 
Thouſand Pram fer Ann. 
will ſuffer ſo immenfe a Pro- 
perty to be reduced to its firſt 
unfruitful State, when it is in 
their Power to preſerve it in 
2 profitable State of Cultiva- 
tion? The Greatneſs of the 
preſent Value of the Level 
ſhews, how able it 1s to pro- 
vide for its own Safety; and 
| alſo, what great Advantage 
has been derived from the 
Scheme of draining it.—If, 
therefore, the Adventurers are 
not any longer able to main- 
tain the Works of the Level 
| with- 
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without Aſſiſtance; to whom 
can they apply with ſo much 
Juſtice as to the Proprietors 
of the Free Lands, who have 
received a proportional Be- 
nefit with themſelves. As 
long, however, as the Lands 
of the Great Level {free as 
well as adventure) will bear 
a Taxation equal to the Sup- 
port of the Works of Drain- 
age (and there ſeems but 
little Doubt of their always 
being equal to ſuch a Taſk) 
the Navigations have nothing 
to fear; even if the Deſtruc- 
tion of Drainage ſhould bring 
on the Ruin of Navigation ; 

which, 


wy 


which, however, is 7 far 
from being the Caſe: : 

It is, therefore, of no avail 
to 0 üg out the Conſequences 
of the Country's returning to 
its original State in Terrorem 
to the Navigators; to offer 
ſuch Suppoſitions and -Queſ- 
tions as theſe ; - (Page 55) If 
the Banks of the Great Le- 
vel were deſtroyed, and the 


Waters left to flow at large, 


as formerly, without any: Re- 
ſtraint; what world become of 
7he NavicaTIONs F A Queſ- 
tion may be returned, which 
will not only ſerve as an An- 
ſwer to this, but as a ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon for the little Ap- 


pre- 
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prehenſions the Navigators 
have, of experiencing any of 
the. / implied Conſequences. 
If the Banks were to be de- 
ſtroyed and the Country were 
to go back into its original 
State, what would become of the 
Lanps ? Would they not be, 
in a Manner, annihilated ? 
Would not the Proprietors of 
them loſe the immenſe Income 
of 100,000/. per Ann. It is 
not likely, ſurely, that they 
would yield ſo great a Pro- 
perty up to Floods and Tides, 
merely becauſe an unjuſt De- 
mand cannot be-obtained from 
the Navigators, who think 
themſelyes wholly unconcerned 

in 
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in the Buſineſs of draining the 
Fens. Thoſe, therefore, who 
are concerned in the Com- 
merce of the Rivers, have no- 
thing to fear from ſuch Bug- 
bears as theſe. Indeed, the Na- 
vigations were conveniently car- 
ried on long before the Drain- 
age obtained ; and if the. Wa- 
ters were again to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Country, a 
convenient Paſſage, would, 
no Doubt, ſtill be found, for 
all the Purpoſes of Trade and 


Commerce. 


THE CONCLUSION. 


THE Proprietors of the 
: Free Lands * know, whe-⸗ 
5 ther 
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ther the Adventure Lands are 


able any longer to ſupport the 
Works which ſecure their Pro- 
perty without Aſſiſtance, If 
it be a Fact that they are no 
longer able, it is their un- 
doubted Intereſt to lend an 
helping Hand. Their whole 
Property, in ſome Meaſure, 
depends upon it. But the 
Mavigatious will be little con- 
cerned in the Matter. They 
are at preſent in as good a 


State, as thoſe who are con- 


cerned wiſh them to be in: 
At leaſt, the Navigators deſire 
not that they ſhould receive 
any Amendment, if it muſt 
ariſe from the Succeſs of the 

preſent 
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preſent deceitful ' ' Meaſures; 
which, ſhould they afford any 
Relief to one Part, will in- 
Hallibly introduce Deſtruction 
in another.—But, the Propri- 
etors of the Free Lands, I be- 
lieve, could not eaſily be per- 
ſuaded that the Adventure 
Lands are alone unable to ſuſ- 
tain the Expence of keeping 
the Country in a State of Se- 
curity, Thoſe Proprietors well 
know how Superior in Halue 
the Adventure Land- is to their 
own; and, they are not un- 
acquainted with the Cauſe 
of that Superiority, It is faid 
by the Inquirer, that the Ad- 
venturers ſhould have been re- 

warded 


CC 
warded with e Half, inſtead 
of one Third, of the whole Le- 
vel, to have enabled them to 
perform the Contract.—If one 
Half of the Yalue of the whole 
Level would have given the 
Means, they are on their own 
Ground, almoſt without Ex- 
cuſe for not performing it: 
For, the Adventurers, at the 
Completion of their Scheme, 
were in Poſſeſſion of ne Half 
(or nearly ſo) of the Value of the 
Great Level. The Manner 
in which it was obtained will 
not ſoon be forgotten by the 
other Proprietors. of the Fens: 
Nor ſhould it be omitted here. 


The preſent Diſpoſition of the 
H Ad- 


Has 
Adventure Lands confirms the 
Relation, that, before the Le- 
vel was diſpoſſeſſed of its Waters, 
the Adventurers, impatient of 
the Progreſs of their Works 
and eager for their Reward, 
employed Perſons to traverſe 
the Level, in order to ſound 
the Depth of its various Parts 
(eſpecially thoſe which ap- 
proach the Uplands) 3 and, 
wherever the Land was found 
to maintain a higher Situation 


than the general Surface of 
the Fens, there the Standard 
of the Adventurers was fixed. 
The ſmalleſt Spots, however 
ſcattered or remote, which firſt 


ſhewed themſelves above the 
ſur- 
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ſurrounding Waters, were ea- 
gerly ſeized upon by theſe 
watchful  Diſcoverers, and 
claimed as Part of their allot- 
ted Reward. By theſe Means 
they acquired a large and diſ- 
proportionable Share of the 
higher Parts of the Fens, to 
the no ſmall Benefit of them- 
ſelves and Diſadvantage of the 
Proprietors of the Country. 
The Interference of the latter 
at length put a Stop to ſuch 
Proceedings, but not Time 
enough to hinder the Adven- 
turers from obtaining nearly 
one Half of the Value, when 
they poſſeſſed but one Third of 
the Lands, of the Great Level. 
| K 2 The 
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The Conduct of the ſeveral 
Succeſſions of Adventurers 
has ſufficiently manifeſted 
their Legitimacy, Whenever 
any Breach or Decay of their 
Works has happened which 
threatened the Admiſſion of 
a Flood over the neighbour- 
ing Lands, and their own have 
not been in immediate Dan- 
ger; it has been cuſtomary 
with them to withold their 
Aſſiſtance till the. Proprietors 
of thoſe Lands, for the Safety 
of their Property, have been 
obliged, at their own Expence, 
to do the Work which ought 
to have been done by the Ad- 


venturers, 'The Prevalence of 


Diſtrift 
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Diftrid Draining, ſo burthen- 
ſome on the Proprietors of the 
Fens, can only be accounted 
for by the Neglect of the Ad- 


venturers; ſince there could 


have been no Neceſſity for a- 
dopting ſuch a Mode of drain- 
ing them, had the "Conditions 
of the Contract been perform- 

ed on heir Part: That is, had 
the Country been kept in a 
drained State. —By ſuch Mea- 
ſures as theſe, the Adven- 
turers have, indeed, ſaved their 
Money, but they have violated 


their Engagements: And num- 


berleſs are the Diſtreſſes in the 
Fens, among the inferior Pro- 
prietors eſpecially, which have 

been 
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been occaſioned by various 
Inſtances of their Neglect, or 
of the Exertion of chat unlimi- 
ted Power which is unfortu- 
nately lodged in their Hands. 

Hitherto, however, the A- 
varice and Spree Power 
of the Adventurers have been 
exctciſed only againſt the 0 
ther Patty in the Contract. 
But, Avarice and Power are 
ever on che Stretch; and new 
Objects are eagerly ſought, 
when the old ones begifi to 
fink. under their“ Influence. 
The Works of the Great Le. 
vel begin” to fail under | the 
Mal - Adminiftration of the 


Adventurers and their new 
f Objects, 
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Objects, the Wavigations, 
already tremble at their Ap- 
proach.— It is hoped, how- 
ever, that juſtice will repel 
ſo unwarrantable an Intruſion, 
and entirely defeat thoſe in- 
equitable Meaſures that are 
intended to be offered for the 
Sanction of Parliament. . 
Indeed, the Succeſs, of the 
Bill is worth all the Care and 
Ingenuity of the Adventurers, 
ſince ample Proviſion is there- 
in made for obtaining every 
ä Advantage their Peet 5 Minds 
could anticipate. A Sum of 
not leſs than , ooo. will be 
drawn yearly from the Navi- 
'GATIONS "AE: ever, for the Se- 
. H 4 curity 
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curity and Improvement of 
their Eſtates, Payment of their 


Debts, and for ſuch other Pur- 


poles as the Bed/ord Level Cor- 
poration ſhall think proper to 
apply it. A Sum which the 
Navigators can ill Support the 
Payment of, and which they 
think the Drainers have not 
the Shadow of a Right to de- 


mand, 

The Six-pence an Acre to 
be laid on the Lands of the 
Level * for the Term of /ever 

Years, 


* That is, on the Lands of the Mid- 
dle and South Levels.—Many of the in- 
tended Works will manifeſtly be of Ser- 
vice to the Drainage of the North Level. 


It is difficult, * (having in View 
the 
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Years, can only be regarded 
as a Cloak, under which the 
Deſign on the Navigations 
might be accompliſhed +. The 
Proprietors of the leſs valu- 
able Parts of the Level have 
very juſtly reprobated the in- 
Jurious Mode of laying on this 
additional Tax. The Lands 
are worth from two Shillings 
to thirty Shillings per Acre; 


the preſent Meaſures), to account for the 
Corporation's not applying for Aſſiſtance 
from this Level. They are, no Doubt, 
in poſſeſſion of the Secret. 


+ If this was not the Caſe, what Rea- 
ſon can be alledged for making the Tolls 
on the Navigations perpetual, and the Tax 
on the Lands only for ſeven Years, 


and 
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and, by the Bill, it is intended 
to lay: a Tax of; Six-pence per 
Acre indiſcriminately on the 

Whole. The Abſurdity of this 
is evident, ſince the Tax beats 
no Proportion to the different 
Abilities of the Lands which 
are to e it. Such as are 


. to; bear a Tax of 78. 4 
as thoſe worth only 28 are a 
Tax of 6d. — But the Surprize 
of th& Reader will ceaſe, when 
he recolleas that the Adven- 
ture Laid is, in general, of 

„reader Value than the ozher. 
But, however obnoxious this 
aeg ad. Tax might be to the 
. Proptictors of the free Lands, 
when 
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when the 0 Report of it firſt 
broke out among them; many, 
upon maturer Deliberdifors 
have rather acquieſced in the 
Meaſure ; and they have good 
Reaſon for their Conduct. It 
is not their Intereſt to lay any 
_ Obſtacles in the Way of the 
"VE he Toll on the Wa- 
vieations is ſufficient to ſilence 
every "Murmur. They per- 
ceive that the Inconvenience 
which they may at preſent ex- 
perience from the Tax, will 
be abundantly compenſated, in 
the Courſe of a few Years, by 
the 'Provifion the Bill contains 
for the Benefit” and Security 
of A Property, They per- 


f ceive 
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| ceive that the Fund arifing-from 
the Toll will preclude the Ne- 
ceſſity of any future Application 
for their Aſſiſtance ; and that 
the Adventure Lands, as well 
as their own, will ſoon be 
diſburthened of any Tax what- 
ſoever at the Expence of the 
Navigations, which may pro- 
bably ſink under the Load 
that has ſo unreaſonably been 
heaped upon them. — This is 
the Deſign; this, the Conſe- 
quence. of the Succeſs of the 
Bedford Level Corporation Bill. 
Tt is, however, to be hoped, 
that the Wiſdom and Juſtice 
of Parliament will fruſtrate 
ſuch Deſign ; and fo avert the 
| Con- 
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Conſequence, which ſeems ne- 
ceſſarily to follow their Ap- 
probation. 


I cannot diſmiſs the Sub- 
jet without ſaying a Word 
or two reſpecting the particu- 
lar Navigation. of the River 
Mene, which enters the Great 
Level at Standground Slice, 
and leaves it at Salter s Lode. 
All that has been hitherto faid 
of the Navigations, - reſpects 
them in general: But there 
are ſome particular Circum- 
ſtances attending this of the 
Were, which entirely exempt 
it from the Concern of the 
Drainers upon their own 
Ground ; and nothing but the 

molt 
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moſt .uny = Intentions 
could direct the Bedford Le- 
vel Corporation to intermeddle 
with, or demand any Thing 
from, it.— The Navigation of 
the MWene from Standground 
Sluice to Salter's Lode is pro- 
vided for by particular Act of 
Parliament. A Toll was eſta- 
bliſhed at theſe two Places 
(the Extremities of the Fens 
through which the Wene paſſes) 
amounting to 6d. per Chal- 
dron or Ton; the Sum of 
10,000/, was raiſed upon the 
Credit of this Toll, which was 
expended in deepening that - 
Part of the River which lies 
in the Level and completing 

the 
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the Navigation thereof. The 
Fund which this Toll raiſes 


(being 800/. per Ann. on an 


Average) is amply ſufficient 
for paying the Intereſt of the 
Money borrowed, and far keep- 
ing the River (within the Li- 
mits of the. Fens) n conve- 
nient Repair for Navigation; 
— Why, therefore, the Bedford 


Level Corporation ſhould blend 


this Navigation with the Reſt, 
cannot tell. It ſeems only 
to be accounted . for by the 
general Idea which they ſeem 
to have adopted of oppreſſing 
the Navigations, for the ex- 
cluſive Benefit of particular and 
private Property. 


The 


1 
M6000: 
The foregoing Pages were 

drawn · up from a View of the 
intended Meaſures, as ſet forth - 
in the Copies of the Bill pub- 
liſhed by its Promoters. The 
Sum of 75,000/. only is there- 
in propoſed to be raiſed on the 
Credit of the ew Tolls on the 
Navigations. But, at a Meet- 
ing held at the Shire Hall at 
£1, on the 19th of April, 1777, 
for the Purpoſe of conſidering 
the Merits of the Bill, a Gen- 
tleman preſent produced three 
Eſtimates of the Expence that 
would attend the Execution of 
the propoſed Works; one of 
145,000, another of 1 50, ooo 

- and 
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and a Third of 1 80, ooo. And 
the Promoters of the Bill were 
aſked why the real Sum wanted 
was concealed. — It was an- 
ſwered that they were afraid 
the Largene/s of it would a- 
larm the Parliament. They 
might, indeed, expe& the 
Houſe would take 'the Alarm, 
when it was aſſured that this 
immenſe Loan would be raiſed 
on the Credit of, and here- 
after would be diſcharged by, 
the Mavigations, which are 
not at all concerned in the 
Succeſs or Failure of the drain- 
ing Scheme, -,as. to any Ad- 
vantage or Hurt they may 
thence derive, — The above 
| * Meeting 
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Meeting was employed chiefly 
in Diſputes concerning the 
Expenditure of the Money to 
be raiſed; every one delivering 
his Opinion of the new Banks, 
Cuts and Drains that would 
be neceſſary, as his Fancy, but 
chiefly as his Intereſt, directed 
him. In ſhort, the 75,000/. 
nay, even the largeſt Eſtimate, 


the 180,000/, ſeemed to be 


as completely diſpoſed of, as 
if the Fiat of the Legiſlature 
had already been obtained. 


THE END. 


